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February 23, 2018 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
What a week filled with compliments, smiles, and kindness this has been! This week we all engaged in 
many activities in support of Kindness Week. Students all received Kindness Tracking stickers, 
participated in and read about topics related to kindness and worked on a Kindness Wall. My personal 
favorite was on Wednesday, when students went out of their way to give and received compliments. The 
children anecdotally shared that they really enjoyed Thursday’s activity where they had to reach outside 
of their established social circle and make a new friend. The lunch room and recess was abuzz with 
children saying, “Hello, would you like to sit with me?” or “Do you want to play with me?” It was 
reported that many a new friendship blossomed this week. All of this was embedded in opening group 
discussions and in a variety of writing pieces. I am sure that you have seen that children were so serious 
about being kind that they wore shirts with this messaging to school.  
 
In Kindergarten, students wrote testimonials on the topic: “I love being a part of the Brandt School 
because…” The purpose of this was because these will play a pivot role on next Wednesday’s 
Kindergarten Day of Visitation. These will be shared with all of the families that will be attending our 
school for Kindergarten next year. There is no better voice for our school than that of the children. Their 
messages shared how they enjoy reading, writing, science, art, computers, the rooftop playground and all 
of the love that they receive daily. This will certainly be the highlight of the experience. On that day we 
will open our doors for tours of this school to our newest friends. Families will acclimate with the 
facilities, hear about the academic programming, and visit our classrooms. I will encourage our children 
to show-off because I know we are a great school and we want our new friends to know it, too. I look 
forward to being joined by our Brandt Parent Consortium members as they lead tours and respond to any 
questions a family may have.  
 
Black History Month is continuing with both vigor and rigor. The morning announcement platform has 
really highlighted the growing reading ability of our student body. We have even had some children who 
took the opportunity to make it an oral presentation and didn’t even have to consult with the text. 
Impressive!  Grade 2 students are in the twilight of their research experience as they visit a wide variety 
of sources to ensure that they have all the information necessary for their upcoming Oral Presentations.   
 
Lastly, I would like to invite you to share moments that you feel extend our school community beyond 
our walls. I have been receiving pictures via email and through Dojo of moments spent in the park, in an 
activity, or at home. These share pictures of students reading, writing, problem-solving, or experimenting. 
I love seeing these because it speaks to how strong our home-school connection is. I like to share via Dojo 
because they inspire other families and sometimes give great ideas on home activities. 
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-
up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


